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"Therefore, resolved, that this conference records its belief in 
the advisability of a customs arrangement between Great Britain 
and her colonies by which trade within the Empire may be placed 
on a more favourable footing that that which is carried on with 
foreign countries. 

" Further resolved, that until the mother country can see her way 
to enter into a customs arrangement with her colonies, it is desir
able that, when empowered so to do, the colonies of Great Britain, 
or such of them as may be disposed to accede to this view, take 
steps to place each other's products, in whole or in part, on a 
more favoured customs basis than is accorded to the like products 
of foreign countries. 

" Further resolved, that for the purposes of this resolution the 
South African Customs Union be considered as part of the terri
tory capable of being brought within the scope of the contem
plated trade arrangement." 

Moved by Sir Adolphe Caron, seconded by Hon. F. B. Suttorr 
and resolved, 

" i. That the Conference expresses its cordiaL approval of the 
successful effort put forth by Canada and New South Wales for 
the establishment of a regular monthly steamship service between 
Vancouver and Sydney, and affirms the advisability of the reason
able co-operation of all the colonies interested in securing the 
improvement and permanence of the same. 

"2 . That the Conference learns with interest of the steps now 
being taken by Canada to secure a first-class fast mail and pas
senger service, with all the modern appliances for the storage and 
carrying of perishable goods, across the Atlantic to Great Britain, 
and the large subsidy which she has offered to procure its estab
lishment. 

" 3. That it regards such an uninterrupted through line of 
swift and superior communication between Australasia and Great 
Britain as is above contemplated, as of paramount importance to 
the development of intercolonial trade and communication, and 
to the unity and stability of the Empire as a whole. 

"4 . That as the Imperial Post Office contributes towards the 
cost of the mail service between England and Australia, via Brin-
disi or Naples, the sum of £95,000 per annum, while the sea post
age amounts only to £3,000 ; and to the mail service between 
Vancouver and Japan and China £45,000, less £7,300 charged 
against the Admiralty ; this Conference deems it but reasonable 
to respectfully ask that assistance be given by the Imperial Gov
ernment to the proposed fast Atlantic and Pacific, service, more 
particularly as the British Post Office, whilst paying the large 


